
English III Summer Assignment

Book: Old Man and the Sea, by Ernest Hemingway

Assignment:

Create a newspaper based on the novel that includes the following elements:

-Editorial Column (persuasive writing)

-An article about an event in the novel (narrative writing)

-Letters to the editor- eyewitness accounts (expository writing)

-At least 3 advertisements (creative writing)

-Obituaries (narrative writing)

-Game, like a crossword or word search, recipe, or a comic (vocabulary or illustration from

the book)

-Spiritual or devotional section (persuasive writing)

-Excerpt from diary or journal (expository writing)

-Picture from the novel with a caption (summary writing)

Examples of each of the different types of writing are included in a separate

document. Background Information:

Time period is relevant when considering each element.

The novel takes place in the 1940s, in a fishing village near Havana, Cuba, on the waters of the Gulf of
Mexico.

Living in Cuba in the late 1940s, one of Hemingway's favorite pastimes was fishing in his boat, The Pilar.
This simple pastime contrasted greatly with the turbulent events of his life that preceded his time in
Cuba. Hemingway served in World War I and World War II and witnessed the liberation of Paris and the
1945 division within the Cuban Communist party. Having viewed death and hardship in many forms,
Hemingway's feeling of disillusionment was only magnified by his 10-year struggle with writing that
preceded the publication of The Old Man and the Sea.

Make sure to reference the themes present in the novel- persistence through defeat; pride; friendship;
youth and age; man and nature; Christian allegory.

Be creative! Make it look like a newspaper/newsletter (hint: check out canva or free newsletter
templates that look like a newspaper).

If you have any questions please email me @ nikki.huffman@ocssaints.org

Have fun and surprise me!

Mrs. Huffman



EXAMPLES OF EACH: 

Editorial Column (persuasive writing) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An article about an event in the novel (narrative writing) 

 
 

Letters to the editor- eye witness accounts (expository writing) 

 



At least 3 advertisements (creative writing) 

  

Obituaries (narrative writing) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Game, like a crossword or word search, recipe, or a comic (vocabulary or illustration from the book) 

    



Spiritual or devotional section (persuasive writing) 

 

Excerpt from diary or journal (expository writing) 

 
Picture from the novel with a caption (summary writing) 

 



Overall layout examples: 

 

 


